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•  a non-threatening, hands-on approach to learning 
scientific processes, concepts and themes. 

•  cooperative learning activities which develop 
problem-solving, questioning and communication 
skills. 

•  strategies for encouraging all students to pursue 
scientific study. 

•  opportunities for families to participate in group 
science activities. 

To make science more accessible to families by offering: 

What are the Specific Goals of  
FAMILY SCIENCE? 
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What are the Specific Goals of  
FAMILY SCIENCE? 

To get parents more involved in their children’s science 
education by encouraging: 

•  participation in informal learning activities which 
supplement children’s formal school science 
experiences. 

•  parental interest and involvement with school science 
curriculum. 

•  families to do science activities at home using 
inexpensive and readily available materials. 

•  adults and children to be partners in learning. 
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•  activities that highlight the relevancy of science to daily life. 

•  a forum for guest presenters to share information with 
families about various jobs and how they relate to science. 

•  a historical perspective on science discoveries that highlight 
various contributions of people from different cultures. 

To demonstrate the relationship between science education and 
future career choices by providing: 

What are the Specific Goals of 
FAMILY SCIENCE? 
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Invite 

Take Action 

Propose Explanations and 
Solutions 

Explore, Discover, Create 

Adapted From: Science and Technology for the Middle Years: Frameworks for Curriculum and Instruction,  
National Center for Improving Science Education, 1990. 

INVITATIONAL LEARNING MODEL 
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Family Science Supports 
National Science Education Standards 

& No Child Left Behind 

•  Science Literacy 
•  Unifying Concepts & Processes 
•  Science as Inquiry 
•  Physical Science  
•  Life Science 
•  Technology & Design 
•  Career Awareness 
•  Science in Personal and Social Perspectives 
•  History and Nature of Science 
•  Supplemental Resources for Schools, Communities 
•  Parent Engagement and Choice 
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•  Raise expectations 
•  Encourage questions 
•  Emphasize future 

education 
•  Use stuff 
•  Encourage creativity 
•  Investigate 

•  Eliminate negativity 
•  Discuss accomplishments 

of “non-traditional” 
scientists 

•  Challenge Stereotypes 
•  Connect with role models 
•  Visit science places 

Science Learning for Everyone   
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FAMILY SCIENCE 
Contents 

Chapter 1: At Home with Science 

Chapter 2: Openers 

Chapter 3: Science at Work 

Chapter 4: Using the Language of Science 

Chapter 5: Observing Your World 

Chapter 6: The Physical World 

Chapter 7: Design and Technology 

Chapter 8: Organizing a Family Science Event 
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Sample  
Family  
Science  
Activity 
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Teams Select 
From This List 
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•  What is a Family Science Event? 

•  Who can host a Family Science Event? 

•  Where do Family Science Events take place? 

•  Who attends a Family Science Event? 

•  Why do a Family Science Event? 

Organizing A Family Science Event 



Foundation for Family Science


Sample 
Promotion 
for Local 
Event 
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Sample 
Letter 
Home 
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Family Science Event Planning Worksheet 

Program Element Things To Be Done Who Where When 

Promotion 

Set-Up 

Openers 

Registration 

Welcome/Introductions 

Activity Sessions 

Wrap-up/Prizes 

Clean-up 

Thank yous 

Event Date: ________________ Time: ____________  Location: ____________________________


Event Leaders/Contact Info:  _____________________  Phone:  __________  Email:  ____________ 


Event Leaders/Contact Info:  _____________________  Phone:  __________  Email:  ____________
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Family Science Event 
Sample Schedule:  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

5:30 - 6:30  Event Set-Up 

6:30 - 7:00  Registration/ Early Openers/
Refreshments 

7:00 - 7:15  Continue Openers 

7:15 - 7:30 Welcome, Introductions 

7:30 - 8:20 Activity Sessions (2-3 max.) 

8:20 - 8:30 Wrap-Up, Prizes 

8:30 - 9:15 Event Clean-Up 
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Sample 
Certificate of 
Participation 

Lyle Elementary 
November 20, 2008 

Name Here
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COMING SOON – SPRING 2011 

Family Engineering !
For Parents & Elementary-Aged Children 

Supported by the  
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For a complete copy of these slides please visit the 
Family Science Website 

www.familyscience.org 


